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move toward Division I
Brenda Stice
Sports Editor
On May 11, die Seattle Times
and the Seattle Post-Intelligencer
broke the news that Seattle Uni-
versity will indeed pursue Division
I status beginning as soon as the
2008-2009 school year.
A source within the athletic de-
partment confirmedwith the Times
that the Board ofTrustees made the
decision to move towards Division I
by means ofa unanimous vote while
on the phone widi a reporter for the
respective paper.
The board made their decision
based upon the findings and recom-
mendation of the "Athletic Align-
ment StudyTask Force" as well as a
further recommendation from the
President, Father Stephen Sund-
borg, S. J. that showed no conflict
with the findings ofdie task force's
eight months ofstudy. The AASTF
formed a group ofstudents, faculty
membersand trustees that met twice
a month to address the needs ofstu-
dentsand studentathletes alike.
Sundborg sent an apologetic
email to the student body Friday
morning in regards to the university
being "scooped" and confirming the
information that local newspapers
attle University to tell you of the
decision of our Board ofTrustees
yesterday concerning our futureath-
letic alignment," wrote Sundborg.
"I apologize that word of this deci-
sion unfortunately may have come
to you through the local newspapers
A n
Sundborg explained that Seatde
University will continue to compete
in Division II athletics as a member
of the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference next year, but plans are
in action to move to a mixed Di-
vision I and Division II
schedule in the follow-
A Gaylafor drag queens
formed during SU's first ever drag show and Gayla.
Saving Seattle's public education
Mike Baldwin
Staff Writer
Much has been made ofWash-
ington State's poor funding of its
public schools. Nationally, Wash-
ington ranks 42nd in per-pupil
spending, 47th in class size and is
dead last among West Coast States
in terms ofaverage teacher salary,
according to the Washington Edu-
cation Association.
Naturally, that type ofinforma-
tion prompts one to question why
education students at Washington
State's colleges and universities
would want to stay in state to teach.
After all, low pay, lack offunding
and large class sizes are not exactly
on the wish lists ofmost educators.
Michael Silver, deanof the Col-
lege ofEducation, however, says the
lack of funding may actually en-
courage some students to stay.
"I think students who complete
programs here have a passion and
desire to work with students in
challenging schools," said Silver.
"Many Seattle public schools are
quite challenging."
Silver thinks that the philosophy
ofSU and the College ofEducation
directly influences graduates stay-
ing in the area.
"We want to provide people with
the knowledge, discipline, and pro-
diverse communities," said Silver.
"That means students are chal-
lenged, and many want to stay."
Washington State puts a limit
on the amount of tax dollars that
can be spent on public education.
Because Washington has no state
income tax, most tax revenue comes
from property taxes, which fund
a number of different programs.
Therefore, funding is limited and
not likely to increase.
"Most states do not have these
limits [on funding]," said Sil-
ver. "And it does af-
fect the school system
negatively."
Jackie Canchola TheSpectator
Students at Bailey Gatzert elementaryschool, along with Seattle University volunteers, participate in the
Children's Literacy Project. Above, these children are dismissed from an afternoon tutoring session.
Softball upsets, takes second
Jessica Van Gilder
Staff Writer
The Seattle University Softball
team battled and beat die top seeds
in die regional tournament, elimi-
nating rival Humboldt State Uni-
versity on the way and making it
to the championship game against
second seed California State Uni-
versity Stanislaus, May 14.
The team was one win away
from the NCAA West Regional
Title after winning four consecu-
tive games, following their first
loss of the double-elimination
tournament to the University of
Hawaii at Hilo.
Seattle earned several upset vic-
tories which forced a final "if neces-
sary" gamefor die championship.
In the final game both teams
kept each other at bay, with a
0-0 tie until the sixth inning where
Stanislaus' offense finally broke
through, scoring one run to win die
game and the championship title.
The 1-0 victory gave diem a berdi
to the 2007 NCAAWorld Series in
Akron, Ohio next weekend.
In spite of the loss, Erin
Martin, junior pitcher, said she
wouldn't have changed anything
about how die team played in the
tournament.
"Ifyou're going to get beat diat's
the way Iwant to get beat. We were
in it the whole time. Its just that
one team got to it first. That's how
you want to lose, where it's soclose,"
said Martin. "We can look back and
say we played tough; they just got
their break before we did."
Martin's shut out pitching was
consistently backed up with a solid
defense and reliever Kelsey Reyn-
olds, freshman pitcher, whose per-
formance against Stanislaus helped
force the "if necessary" champion-
Even though the team lost the
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Students seek alternatives to traditional on-campus life
Chris Kissel
Staff Writer
Cally Hennig wants to get away
from the constant crowds associated
with life in theresidence halls.
As a result, she is one of many
students who are taking advantage
of new on-campus housing oppor-
tunities that will be available for
students starting next year.
"Constantly being around
so many people gets tiring after
awhile," said Hennig, freshman
pre-major.
Hennig is applying to live in
the Peter-Hans Kolvenbach Com-
munity, which, along with the new
Chardin Residence Hall, is an alter-
native for students who are seek-
ing on-campus housing outside of
Seattle University's traditional resi-
dence options.
The Kolvenbach Community
is a smaller, more tight-knit living
arrangement for this year's first,
second, and third-year students,
all of whom have an inclination
towards service. It will consist of
eight students, split into two sepa-
rate houses, who dedicate their en-
ergy primarily toward community
service activities and understanding
issues like gentrification and urban
poverty.
Matt Salazar, a sophomore Hu-
manities for Teaching major who
is responsible for starting the Kol-
venbach Community, envisions a
small, cohesive group that will per-
form needed service in the Squire
Park neighborhood, where the two
houses are located.
As a group, Salazar hopes that
the Kolvenbach Community will
be able to provide a service to
the city and maintain the pillars
of "community" and "solidar-
ity," words he uses to describe the
group's mission.
"I think that strength comes not
so much from numbers as from re-
ally strong bonds," said Salazar. "I
think this could be a place where
we form some really strong friend-
ships."
Salazar got the idea for the
Kolvenbach Community while at-
tending the National Jesuit Student
Leadership Conference. He met
with students from Regis Univer-
sity, Loyola University Chicago and
Wheeling Jesuit University, all of
which had already implemented
similar programs.
The endeavor has been a joint
operation between Campus Min-
istry, the Center for Service and
Community Engagement and
Housing and Residence Life. The
latter group, which oversees allresi-
dence halls and on-campus living
arrangements, has been deeply in-
volved and supportive to efforts for
more diverse on-campus options.
"I would characterize all of the
changes that are going on as very
exciting for students," said Scott
Smith, director of Housing and
Residence Life. "The new optior s
[...] just add to the diversity and
attractiveness ofresidential living
options on campus."
The benefits of the new hous-
ing options are not limited only
to the academic or social lives of
students, however. The university is
also banking on the recent changes
to help alleviate the "space crunch"
that left residence halls cramped
and crowded throughout most of
this year.
"We'llstill be at capacity, and we
may be a little over," Smith said of
the Xavier, Bellarmine and Cam-
pion residence halls. "I'd say we'll
be around 100 percent."
This means that sophomores
will have a much harder time liv-
ing off-campus next year. Although
the rules ofHousing and Residence
Life strictly forbid first-year and
second-year to live off campus
(outside of living in the house of
a family member), Smith admit-
ted that some students might have
been allowed to move out of the
residence halls this year.
The rules were overlooked in or-
der to ease the strain on the over-
flowing facilities, exceptions that
shouldbecome much less frequent
with the addition of the newer op-
tions.
Of these options, none will ease
the space issues that the university
currently faces as much as Chardin
Hall.
The residence hall, which by
next year will have fully metamor-
phosed from its previous identity
as the Bessie Burton Skilled Nurs-
ing Residence, has confirmed that
upwards of65 current students will
be living there next year.
Originally, Chardin was opened
only to students entering their sec-
ond or third year at Seattle Univer-
sity. However, because the number
ofavailable beds (148) outnumbers
the confirmedamount of residents,
there is ahigh likelihood that Char-
din will be opened to incoming
first-year students as well.
For Hennig, the decision to live
in an alternate on-campus setting
is an opportunity to break away
from the large amount of people
that are in the standard residence
halls. Hennig added that she walks
around outside, sometimes for
hours, to escape the large amount
of people in her hall. Because of
this, she's excited for the more in-
timate atmosphere of the Kolven-
bach Community.
"I'll finally get to exhale," said
Hennig. "Something you just don't
get to do in the dorms."
Chris can be reached at
kisselc@seattleu.edu
Britten Stark The Spectator
Matt Salazar, sophomore Humanities forTeaching major, sits in front
of the Kolvenbach Community, SU's newest residence option.
The great SU condom debate continues to rage
Jessica Van Gilder
Staff Writer
The Condoms on Campus Fo-
rum, developed to facilitate student
discussion on an issue gaining mo-
mentum throughout the year, saw
its impact restricted last week due
to a lack ofparticipation from other
members ofthe SU community.
Still, organizers say, the forum
cleared up misconceptions about the
aim of the Condoms on Campus
Campaign and, as a Pride Month
event, provided an opportunity for
students with diverse perspectives to
talkabout the issue.
"It was very successful in get-
ting the two different sides and get-
ting different perspectives to come
together and talk about the issue,"
said Andrew Millspaugh, senior
French and cultural anthropol-
ogy major, who gave a presentation
about the Campaign and its goals at
the forum. "It was positive for both
sides and at least it worked toward
understanding. I don't think there
were any finite resolutions, but this
is the first step."
The forum clarified that the
Campaign's goals include distribut-
ing condoms at the Health Center
and the Center for Wellness and
Health only. But even with this
clarification, some students remain
adamantly opposed having condoms
distributedanywhere on campus.
Tony Gillan, juniorhumanities
major, said he attended the forum
because hewanted to preserve what
Catholic environment is left on
campus.
"[The campaign] is really push-
ing the line too far. What it really
boiled down to was an ideological
difference between people who put
faith and religion first and people
who saw things pragmatically," said
Gillan.
Although Gillan opposes the
Campaign, he said the forum was a
mutual forum with great dialogue.
For Triangle Club president
Shawn Wilkinson, the forum helped
to build bridges between the queer
and straight student communities
on campus. However, the dialogue
on this issue Wilkinson hoped to
have through Pride Month, espe-
cially with the forum, seems to be
at a standstill because of the lack of
engagement from Campus Ministry
and administration.
"I understand we have to be
very diplomatic in this and we're
really trying to be. We're very much
changing our approach and basically
saying here's an open forum, 'Would
you like to come and present your
views?'" said Wilkinson. "I don't see
what approach we should have other
than that to get them to come. It just
seems like it's the easy way to write
offwhat we're doing, attacking our
approach."
Father Peter Ely, SJ, offered this
statement as to why he was not will-
ing to participate and why he chose
to not forward the invitation to the
forum to other Jesuits.
"This seemed to me to be an ad-
vocacy forum pushing the Univer-
sity to make available in the book-
store a product that I don't think it
is appropriate or necessary for us
to sell," said Fr. Ely. "If it had been
an occasion to explore ideas related
to sexual ethics, I would have been
more inclined to participate. The
key is understanding rather than
advocacy."
Patrick Howell, vice president for
mission andministry, offered similar
sentiments.
"One reason for why campus
ministry would not participate is
that this is not going to happen," he
said. "There are values that the uni-
versity upholds and it is definitely
not going to dispense condoms on
campus."
Although it is an advocacy cam-
paign, Wilkinson also said, "We
just want to talk about it. Jesuits
are all about dialogue and this is
one of those things that should be
discussed."
But not everyone thinks of the
issue as important enough to neces-
sitate this dialogue.
"What strikes me is why is the
campus so engaged in what I consid-
er a trivial matter. Where's the pas-
sion about something that's affecting
the whole world, such as the Iraq
war, rather than just our own per-
sonal convenience?" said Fr. Howell.
"The formulation of the forum was
too narrow. We should be talking
about human sexuality and respon-
sible human sexuality, but the way
this is shaped is we're talking about
things rather than persons. I think
a more holistic discussion is what's
needed."
However, Millspaugh and co-
presenter Matisse Fletcher, freshman
political science major, stated that
the Campaign addresses a health
issue, which includes the spread of
HIV/AIDS that 39.5 millionpeople
suffer from worldwide as of2006.
Members of the campaign said
they hope dialogue and awareness
of this issue as a health issue contin-
ues after this forum and extends to
include more involvement with the
administration.
"I think the nextstep would hap-
pen if the administration would ac-
tually engage us in a dialogue about
this topic," saidWilkinson. "But the
forum was productive and some-
thing that needed to happen and I
think good will come ofit."
Wilkinson is currently work-
ing on a resolution that would al-
low condoms to be available in the
Health Center and die Center for
Wellness and Health, which he
plans to take to ASSU in the com-
ing weeks.
Jessica can be reached at
vangilde@seattleu.edu
Jesuits are all about
dialogue, and this is





Range of exhibits at Hedreen Gallery
Rose Egge
Staff Writer
Since it's opening in February
last year, the Hedreen Gallery at the
Lee Center for the Arts has been
introducing students to innovative
new works that they might not oth-
erwise have access to.
The mission of the gallery is to
represent Seattle's vibrant artistic
community, though they show
work from national and interna-
tional artists as well. The art they
display comes from emerging and
more established artists.
Above all, the Hedreen Gallery
strives to build connections between
artists, audiences and resources.
Being a non-profit gallery, the
venue is able to engage and sup-
port the arts community by dis-
playing pieces without considering
the financial draw an exhibit might
bring in.
"The thing that I like about the
Lee Center is that there is no pres-
sure to exhibit profitable art," said
Gina Corsiglia, senior art history,
French and nonprofit leadership
major, who is also a curator assis-
tant at the center. "Therefore, a lot
of the art is more experimental and
they are not pieces that might be
seen in a traditional gallery."
For students like Corsiglia,
working at the gallery has provided
valuable experience in a field they
might enter after graduation.
But it also has benefits for the
general student population.
The Hedreen Gallery's unique
and diverse collections introduce
Seattle University students to new
artists and more culture than they
might otherwise experience during
their college years.
"The space has exposed students
to a range of art that they would
not normally have access to," said
Carrie Scott, gallery curator. "For
instance, we opened the gallery
with blue-chip art some ofwhich,
like Robert Rauschenberg's piece,
hadn't ever been publicly on view
in Seattle."
While it benefits students at Se-
attle University, the Lee Center is
open to the entire community in
Seattle. Being geographically acces-
sible to art lovers all over the city,
the gallery tends to draw diverse
crowds at all of its openings.
In justover a year, the Hedreen
Gallery has shown several unique
exhibits including paintings, sculp-
ture and video work. While artist
Eric Eely created sculptures based
on the gallery's architecture, another
display, "Screen Shots," uses three
different video-based installations
to explore the relationship between
mass media, new media and artistic
production.
"The term 'screenshot,' which
technically refers to the capture of
an image on a computer monitor,
also served to highlight a formal
aspect of the work in this show,
as each artist in it challenged the
physicality and integrity of the
screen itself," Scon said.
"Charting Maps" was another
notable display at the Hedreen
Gallery. It explored how artists use
topographical imagery and map
aesthetic in theirart.
So far, student art work has not
been featured at the Lee Center.
While there is no policy against it,
the gallery displays few solo shows
each year and it would be unusual
for one of those spots to go to a
student rather than a more devel-
oped artist.
Still, Scott says that student
artists could be included in group
shows in die future if dieir work fits
die dieme.
"There are many odier oppor-
tunities for current art students to
show their work on campus," said
Corsiglia. "[Like] the Spring Art
Show, for example."
While no students have had
their work shown while diey are in
school, alum MelaniErice's portrait
photography exhibit is currently
showing at the Hedreen.
"As an Alumni grad I'm pretty
honored to be asked to have my
work hang there. Its still kind of
surreal to me," Erice said.
The space has
exposed students
to a range of art.
Carrie Scott
GalleryCurator
"Intimate Human" has been on
display since March 29 and will be
shown until May 24. Paired with
John Huck's "For Your Scrutiny,"
the series' are the first portrait pho-
tography exhibits to be shown at the
Lee Center.
Erice says her work is designed
to challenge expectations and en-
courage the viewer to consider how
they assess individuality. Although
her photos show many different
models, the theme of the display
lies in their commonalities.
"When the Lee center first
opened up I was pretty excited,
thinking that the an students would
have another outlet besides the Kin-
sey gallery to showcase their work,"
said Erice: "I was pretty surprised
when the first art work installed
there were from well know collec-
tions and artists. [But] it is great to
see pieces from really great artists
on our campus. That's the allure of
the Lee Center."
The Hedreen Gallery's next show
will bring together several works
from Seattle University's extensive
collection of contemporary art. All
art will be on paper and will be in-
clude collage elements.
Rose can be reached at
eggee@seattleu.edu
Jackie Canchola TheSpectator





After one of the closest presi-
dential races in ASSU history's
president electAaronYoon, Junior
finance major, has landed in hot
water due to an apparent failure
to follow election guidelines.
But while Yoon was found to
be in violation and was punished,
his actions were one of 10 to 15
different violations reported to
the Elections Commission during
this year's campaign. The viola-
tions prompted manyto question
who determined bylaws and how
punishments for breaking them
were determined.
The Elections Commission
is made up offive student rep-
resentatives appointed by the
ASSU president and approved by
the representative assembly. The
Commission was chaired this year
by Christa Holmes, senior finance
major and another appointee of
the president.
The Commission proposes
certain bylaws each year, which
are approved or rejected by the
representative assembly. Once
bylaws have been approved, the
Commission is charged with the
task ofenforcingbylaws and deal-
ing outpunishments to those who
break them.
The reason for the sudden
spike in violationsof the bylaws
is that the Commission was more
rigorous in their enforcement this
year than in years past. What
could have previously slipped by
undetected is now much harder
to do.
"The Commission is usually a
very passive entity," said Holmes,
who said that a large workload is
usually to blame for the Commis-
sion's apathy towards enforcing
the bylaws. "This year, we chose
to clean things up."
Candidates for ASSUpositions
are given acopy ofthat year's by-
laws when they picked up their
campaign packets. When they
turn in the campaign packets,
students must sign aform stating
that they are aware of the bylaws.
A non-mandatory meeting isalso
held to explain the policies more
in-depth.
"Our big rule is that ignorance
is not an excuse," said Holmes.
"You are given rules, ifyou do not
read them, that's your fault."
Along with following the by
laws ofthe Commission, candi-
dates must also follow the rules
of me Residence Halls.
The rule broken by Yoon, in
a close race for the president seat
against Steve Lombardi, junior
journalism major, was his viola-
tion ofthe policy against door-to-
door solicitation in the dorms.
Yoon, who did not attend the
non-mandatory meeting due to
"prior obligations" but was apart
of the rep assembly, says he was
not aware he was breaking any
bylaws.
"I thought 1 had a good un-
derstanding ofthem," said Yoon,
who added that a more clear un-
derstanding of the bylaws would
probably lead to fewer infrac-
tions.
Lombardi, who lost the elec-
tion by 24 votes, was not available
for comment.
Part of Yoon's punishment
for breaking the soliciting bylaw
was a complete revocation ofhis
campaigning rights. Yoon says
the punishment halted all ofhis
momentum, but that he under-
stood the need for it. Hewas also
required to go through the Resi-
denceHall judicial process, but all
information from that hearing is
kept confidential.
Holmes says the punishment
most certainly had a negative af-
fect on Yoon's campaign.
"Anytime a candidate can't
campaign, it will hurt," she said.
Madeline Vitek, juniorpolitical
science major and one ofthe stu-
dent representatives on the Elec-
tionsCommission, says the Com-
mission determines punishment
based on acase-by-case basis.
"We always put into context
how serious something is or how
manytimes it has happened," Vi-
teksaid. "There is no set systemfor
punishments."
Both Holmes and Vitek agreed
that for candidate to be completely
disqualified from a race, multiple
by laws would have to be broken.
Holmes said it would most likely
have to be a diird strikeagainst the
candidate.
"If you keep breaking traffic
laws, you can't keep driving. Irs the
same widi bylaws," Vitek said.
While the bylaws remain large-
ly the samefrom year to year,some
changes are proposed in light of
the previous year's elections. All
changes are discussed and ap-
proved by the representative as-
sembly, which is made up of all
elected student representatives.
Yoon was a part ofthese meet-
ings, but says that malting the by
laws more clear is something that
ASSU will have to workon.
Even if candidates are made
more aware ofwhat they can and
cannot do, Holmes concedes that
die breaking of bylaws will prob-
ably continue.
"Each year, candidates figure
out something new to do," she
said, citing an incident afew years
back when the entirecampus was
hit with campaign spam e-mail,
something that is a clear break of
the laws.
Yoon also seems to argue that
the bylaws may need to be re-
diought. He says he received no
negative feedback during his door-
to-door campaigning strategy.
"Students loved the attention
and one-on-one time with their
candidates," said Yoon.
Holmes maintains that can-
didates had little or no excuse
for breaking the bylaws. She said
some candidatese-mail her for ap-
proval before diey do anything.
"It takes so much less time to
ask then to have to go through a
[disciplinary] hearing," said Hol-
mes.
Mike can be reached at
baldl799@seattleu.edu
thespectator news 3I the spectator
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Not ready for the LSAT?
We are the Steven Klein Com-
pany, LSAT Specialists. After
18 years and 4,500 students,
there probably isn't anyone
who knows more about this test
or how to teach it than we do.
That is why Steven still teaches
all his own classes. That is why
you should call us. Our nine
week course features 36 hours
of class time with weekly help
sessions, seven mock exams and
assistance with the application
process for the reasonable price
of $995. We can answer any
LSAT question - let us prove it.




The ladies were all aglow on Sat-
urday night in the Leßoux Room:
their hair was done up beautifully.
Their shoes and lipstick matched
their flowing dresses. And their
cleavage was carefully painted upon
their chests.
The celebration? Seattle Univer-
sity's first ever drag show.
Around 100 people showed up,
dressed to the markin cocktail dress-
es and suits, ready to rock out to
the Pussycat Dolls, Nellyand techno
dance remixes in celebration SU's
Gayla and Drag Show, put on by the
Seattle University Triangle Club.
Although the Seattle University
Triangle Club has held gay proms
for the last two years, the drag show
element ofthe nighthas been previ-
ously canceled each instance due to
disagreement between the admin-
istration and club members about
the adherence to Jesuit values in the
show.
"[Last year]...lt was canceled
with very short notice, and I am un-
sure of reason," said Shawn Wilkin-
son, co-president of the Triangle
Club and sophomore international
studies and German major. "There
were a good number of people in the
faculty that pressured the adminis-
tration, but it was too late."
The administration apologized
after the cancellation and showed
much less resistance this year. The
event went ahead as planned, and
organizers say it was a complete
success.
The Triangle Club brought in
three independent drag queen per-
formers—Alexis Champagne, Jade
Logan and Sylvia O'Stayforemore—
to serve as emcees for the event. In
order to perform at the event, the
drag queens had to sign a contract
ensuring that they would uphold
Jesuit values.
It promotes validation





The organizers had initially
planned to base their contract on
that of Santa Clara University, but
it ended up being a bit too restrictive
in terms of the admittance ofpeo-
ple outside of the university com-
munity and how the event could
be publicized in regards to online
mediums.
The club leaders also had to
agree that the music wouldnot use
obsessive profanities and that the
clothing would be tasteful. These
requirements are common for any
entertainment event on campus
that plays music and hosts guests.
Wilkinson said that the drag queens
were happy to oblige and showed
no protest.
But they did come armed with
a sense of humor and witticisms
to share between numbers. After
singing a soulful Dionne Warwick
song, Sylvia admitted that she had
not intended to sing the song, but
since she was at a Cadiolic school,
she felt that she could confess diat to
die audience. She continued to de-
scribe die experience as a "spiritual
one—veryjesuity [sic]."
The nightwas abound with such
gende teasing jokes and accolades
from the queens on SU showing
more enthusiasm than other uni-
versities that they had previously
performed at in Seatde.
[Drag shows] promote






George Bayuga, freshman interna-
tional studies and history major,
were thrilled with the success of the
event.
"Our success shows that we can
express ourselves and the diversity
that the Triangle Club represents,"
said Bayuga.
The numbers were a bit lower
than last year, but Bayuga attributes
this fact to the eventcoinciding with
Mother's Day weekend. The energy
of the audience when the student
drag queens strutted onstage spoke
far more than 200 people in atten-
dance.
Ryan Rodriquez, freshman soci-
ology major dressed in drag for the
first time and danced to "It's Raining
Men" by The Weather Girls with his
boyfriend.
"I really wanted to drag it all out
and do my best to live up to drag
queens," said Rodriguez.
Drag shows, organizers say, are
an important part ofqueer and al-
lied communities.
"[A drag show] is about bridg-
ing gaps. It's a celebration," said
Wilkinson.
But to students like Rodriquez, it
was even more than acelebration; it
extended to the Jesuit values that he
thinks SU stands for.
"[Dragshows] promote diversity,
and I think Seattle University lacks
broad diversity in looking at the
large numbers," he said. "Care is a
Jesuit value. So is support."
Straight allied members of the
SU community also dressed in drag
to show support. Andrew Perez, ju-
nior drama major, chose to perform
for fun andfor what his support did
for his friends.
"I would definitely do it again
next year," said Perez. "It promotes
validationfor those who have made
a different lifestyle choice than the
mainstream."
The co-presidents also have big-
ger plans for next year.
"Next year, we hope to advocate
[the prom and drag show] to more
people and start working on it ear-
lier so that it can beeven bigger and
better," said Bayuga.
Wilkinson also saw this year's
successes as a precedent for future
success and a large scale.
"Nothing really went wrong
at all, which was amazing," said
Wilkinson. "It went off even bet-
ter than I had anticipated, and staff
members showed up for support."
Tim Wilson, director of student
activities, Renata Opoezynski, as-
sistant director of studentactivities
and Alvin Mangosing, co-residence
hall director all worked with the Tri-
angle Club to secure the emcees and
work with die administration.
Rodriguez advocated that next
year, diere even be a fundraiser for
an organization working to fight
AIDS. The Triangle Club has a
policy of not charging money for
events, but as the event becomes
more established, Wilkinson says
they might branch out and work
towards helping others with their
event in die future.
Overall, Wilkinson saw the event
as a reward for a year well done for
the Triangle Club and its successes
in reaching out into die queer, trans-
gender, intersex, bisexual and allied
community here on campus and in
the greater Seattle area.
"The Triangle Club members
were excited to have this and it
means a lot to [me] and a lot of
other members really put a lot of
effort into it," he said. "It promotes
cultural diversity on campus and be-
ing at a school like SU, I think that
SU wouldnot be engaging thisvalue
of diversity if they did not accept
requests to have a drag show."
Emily can be reached at
hotel©seattleu.edu
Julie Ignacio The Spectator
Students.performat last week's Gaylaand Drag Show, which brought
drag to SU's campus after being cancelled the past two years.
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A temporary foreigner returns to American life
MikePhillips
Volunteer Writer
Never mind the frigid tempera-
tures (anything below 80 degrees)
or the absurdity ofa meal costing
more than $2.00. My back-in-
America moment didn't come when
I got out of the plane or went into a
super market. Instead, it happened
on one of Seattle's completely un-
remarkable thoroughfares.
The one only thing that was re-
markable about the moment was
the stupid kid who stepped out into
trafficand started walking towards
the cars that were hurtling forward
at 45 mph.
Ofcourse, that was me. When
you cross the street in Cambodia,
you walk towards traffic, dodging
your way between gaps in it, until
you reach the middle, where you
turn around and walk in the other
direction, doing exactly the same
thing.
There are well-worn crosswalks,
painted during the days of the
United Nations occupation, but
like most things the United Na-
tions brought (besides an AIDS
epidemic), no onepays them much
heed anymore.
Cambodia is in the habit of
gently shedding foreign imposi-
tions. Over the course of four
months, I began to recognize this.
So it was with a mixture of regret
and relief that I watched Phnom
Penh slip away. Like many other
expatriates, I'd come to Cambodia
intent on making my own small
difference. When I left, Cambodia
was still Cambodia, and it was still
shrugging off the commands and
crosswalks of the United Nations,
donor states and international non-
governmental organizations like the
ones I worked for.
I didn't change Cambodia, and
despite my best efforts, I could nev-
er have hoped to. Instead, living in
Cambodia changed me.
Undoubtedly, Phnom Penh
presented strange contrasts and a
slightly warped picture ofpoverty.
Outside ofmassive well-stocked
and air-conditioned western style
shopping malls and supermarkets,
one finds a dozen beggars: children
rubbed with din in tattered clothes,
mothers holding young infants and
Cambodia's innumerable cripples;
victims of the millions of pounds
of unexploded ordinance and
landmines that serve as a deadlyre-
minder ofCambodia's tragic past.
Inside of local street markets
Cambodians, flies and the pungent
odor ofraw meats, raw fish and raw
produce mix together. There, one
finds merchants selling fresh ripe
mangos, next to merchants hawk-
ing Ralph Lauren and North Face
knockoffs, across from a selection
of the newest high end consumer
electronics, both legitimate and
imitation.
On Cambodia's roadways in-
numerable small moto-bikes dart
around the newest land cruisers and
oversized SUVs.
Out among Cambodia's rural
rice fields in its far-flung villages,
the glow of television sets powered
by car batteries shines from tradi-
tional thatched cottages on stilts.
Everywhere around you, the
vestiges of Cambodia's tragic past,
and its modern poverty, stand jux-
taposed with the imports ofmod-
ernization, technology and change.
Depending on which neighbor-
hood you walk through, or even
which end of a block you stand
on, you could easilyfind yourself in
two different worlds: one ofwhite
washed villas and Lexuses, and one
oftenant slums far over-populated




efforts, I could never
have hoped to.
All ofthis is free flowing. Cam-
bodia is, more than anything else,
constantly happening. The stark-
est difference between Cambodia
and the United States isn't just the
crosswalks, but rather what they
represent: the general order and or-
ganization ofthings. The absence of
the system ofrules and understand-
ings and proscribed behaviors here
with which I've grown up and am
intimately familiar.
When in a short meeting with
the country director and program
officer of a major international
NGO, a rural doctor pulled out his
cell phone to take four calls, none
of which were work related, it was
business as usual, rather than an
ungracious faux-pas.
Living in the developed world,
so much ofwhatwe hear about die
world that isn't is pat, stereotypi-
cal and unspecific. The developing
world is "poor" or "hungry" or
"dirty." There is "corruption" and
there is some sort of essential dif-
ference or fluke of history or evil
western manipulation that has lead
to these differences.
As a result, there is a debt to be
paid by the west, and a duty.
But all ofthese concepts paint in
broad strokes, and belie the reality
of the situationwe encounter when
dealing with a country, a culture and
a history so fundamentally different
from our own. These concepts and
understandings of this generally
"other" country left me woefully
ill-prepared to understand it, and
my moral self-righteousness left me
generally unable to accept it.
When you actually see the coun-
try ofCambodia rather than the na-
tion in the abstract, its complexity
leaves youhesitant. On nearly every
major question about the country,
there is reason for skepticism and
equivocation.
Despite having lived there for
four months, and having involved
myself not only with the nations
economic but also political devel-
opment, I find myself answering
questions with shrug, and putting
more "buts" in my sentences than
actual judgments.
There are a few things that are
certain.
The current government is klep-
tocratic and ordinary Cambodians
suffer at its hands. It uses it wealth
and monopoly on force and knowl-
edge to illegitimately sustain its rule.
Its officials are rapidly seizing lands
around the country, pushing peas-
ants and tribes offof them. Millions
of Cambodians live in abject pov-
ertywhile a few cruise the streets of
Phnom Penh in luxury automobiles
and make millions of dollars each
year.
And yet Cambodia has the only
functioning democracy (if largely a
nominal one) and by far the freest
press in the region. It looks very
much as though the will and desire
ofCambodians will drive change on
their own. Cambodia's strong eco-
nomic growth is forging an emerg-
ing middle class and the number
of those living in statistical poverty
or without health care is in steady
decline.
As sobering as it may be for me,
andfor the thousands of otherswho
have committed themselves to this
country, these changes largely come
about not as a result ofa new pro-
gram here or initiative there, but
through the hopes and desires of
ordinary Cambodians to make a
better life for themselves and their
children.
Going to Cambodia taught me
a tremendous amount, but it wasn't
the language or the culture of the
ropes of international NGOs that
will stick with me, but rather this
basic truth: someday Cambodians
may well decide that they want cross
walkson their roads, and stop lights
on their street corners. But until
then, ifwe want to go to Cambodia,
we are better off leaving the paints
cans at home, wading out into traf-
fic, and stepping into the current
of their lives.
Mike can be reached at
mike.phillips.3@gmail.com
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PRSSA chapter hopes to enhance communication department
Jessie DiMariano
Staff Writer
Last week, the first ever
professional association was
launched in the Department of
Communication, as the Seattle
University Public Relations Student
Society ofAmerica chapter (PRSSA)
held their first meeting.
Seattle University now joins
several Washington schools—
including Gonzaga, University
of Washington and Washington
State University—among the 294
total chapters located across the
country.
According to the Puget Sound
chapter ofPublic Relations Society
of America, this is the first student
chapter to be formed in 15years in
the Seattle area.
For the past three years, Katie
Musselman, seniorcommunications
major and current chapter president,
has attempted to establish a Seattle
University chapter of the PRSSA.
But the absence ofa public relations
major made Seattle University fall
short of the organization's official
requirements. With the formation
of the strategic communication
major, however, the task was
ultimately made possible.
"Finally having a major that
has focus on public relations,
brand communication and
reputation management was what
made the chapter possible," said
Soon Beng Yeap, professor and
director of the Center for Strategic
Communications. "And the
College ofArts and Sciences dean
Wallace Loh and Communication
department chair Gary Atkins
should be credited for having the
vision and leadership in setting up
the strategic communications major
which starts in fall 2007."
The inaugural meeting was
held on May 14, where leadership
positions were chosen, students
mingled with professionals and
public relations enthusiasts enjoyed
a night dedicated to the professional
industry.
"This is basically a big
networking tool, because all the
events, meetings and things students
participate in are geared around
providing networking opportunities
and professional development for
students," said Musselman.
Recent graduates and national
PRSSA leaders were present at the
introductory gathering, offering
students the immediate opportunity
to familiarize themselves with the
professional networking scene.
Catherine Hinrichsen, the local
PRSA Student Outreach co-chair
who has been in the public relations
business for 25 years, led the
meeting by facilitating questions
and comments from the three other
professional panel members present
at the meeting.
"The key here is to understand
that this is not a club, but a
professional association," she said.
"Professionalism is a big part of
how this industry operates."
Settingthe tonefor theremainder
of the meeting, Hinrichsen, along
with her colleagues, discussed the
benefits that networking with
professionals in the industry has
and the opportunities diat PRSSA
will present to students.
Communication students
and faculty in attendance have
recognized the deficiency of
public relations focus within the
department, and with this new
additioncame an optimistic outlook
on the continued development of
strategic communication at Seatde
University.
"Professionals in the industryare
truly excited about the start of this
chapter," said Rita Brautigam, local
PRSA board member, University
of Washington PRSSA advisor
and vice president ofTagTeam Inc.
"We are constantly wondering if
students are graduating with the
necessary skills to be successful in
the industry, so having this program
as a part of Seattle University is
great."
The Seattle University PRSSA
chapter is something Musselman
feels has needed to be available to
students for a long time.
"When students graduate they
need to find internships and work
experience on their own and have
little resources available," she said.
"The people students will meet
through PRSSA are professionals
working in the professions that
students want to enter, so they are
going to give them the best advice
they can get."
The chapter is receiving funding
for events and programs through
thecenter for student involvement,
just like any other academic club
on campus, but Musselmen hopes
to gain further funding from the
Communication Department
directly. She also anticipates
continuing her involvement with
the chapter following her graduation
this spring.
"I just want people who are
excited about PR and want to be
proactive about their career to
participate [in] and benefit from
the chapter," she said.
Jessie can be reached at
dimarian@seattleu.edu
Jackie Canchola TheSpectator
Katie Musselman, PRSSA president (right), chats with Melissa Hougland, juniorcommunications major.
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DOne ofdie negative effectsof die lack of funding is thatWashington schools cannot
afford to hire certain supportive staff,
such as full-time nurses, counselors, or
music teachers.
"Most other states do not have these
problems with funding," said Silver.
"Washington schools cannot afford to
fund certain, important positions."
The College of Education is
attempting to move past the issue of
funding and emphasize one of the
main staples of Jesuit education: social
justice.
"All of our students in teacher
education and principal prep courses
perform service learning projects within
their internship school sites," said Silver,
adding that SU is the only university
in the Northwest that has made such
requirements. "We do this in order to
influence student dispositions about
service and social justice."
This past year, the College of
Education, which boasts an enrollment
of just over 700 students, had the highest
percentage of job placement out ofany
university in the state. This fact is not
lost in prospective students.
Katie Howard, a junior at the
University of Kentucky, is applying to
Seattle University for this very fact.
"I love the way SU operates their
teaching programs," said Howard, who
is planning on staying in state to teach
once she becomes certified.
While SU has no formal
undergraduate teaching program, the
Matteo Ricci School of the Humanities
produces many teaching prospects.
Maria Taylor is a senior Humanities
for Teaching major in the Matteo Ricci
school. She says that the Seattle Public
School system makes her want to stay
in Seattle after graduation, but not for
positive reasons.
"I want to go where it's bad, and that's
Seattle," said Taylor. "I want to make a
change."
One of the major drawing points for
Taylor is examining the discrepancies
between certain schools in the system, in
terms offunding and test scores. Taylor,
a graduate of Seattle's Roosevelt High
School, has reservations about the way
die Seatde Public School system is run.
"I believe that every student should
have die same amount of money spent
on diem," said Taylor. "It shouldn't be
about politics, it should be about the
students."
Taylor credits SU with influencing
her passion for education. She says the
internships and hands-on approach
that SU takes stirs die passion for social
justice in its students.
Taylor has been accepted to the
College of Education at SU, but will
attend Nordiwestern University for two
years while teaching at a school with
die highest dropout rate of any school
in Illinois.
"I plan on coming back," said Taylor.
"The College ofEducation is known for
being the best in the state, so I will be
back."
While all involved admit that it is
unlikely that Washington State will
either introduce legislation to increase
the funding of public schools, or
implement a state income tax to increase
tax revenue, SU is doing its part to
combat the problem.
"SU graduates are hired because of
die unique and rigorous preparation that
qualifies them to serve in professional
roles," said Silver. "And clearly, many of
those qualified graduates are choosing to
stay in the state."






Insight into illiteracy: CLP
Amy Phan
Volunteer writer
Since its establishment 17 years ago,
Children's Literacy Project (CLP) has provided
nearly 200 hours of assistance to local at-risk
elementary and middle school students. With
the help of over 5,500 Seattle University
student volunteers since its conception, the
program has helped students—whose scores
on standardized testing ranked well below the
national average— strengthen skills in core
subjects such as reading, writing and math.
They address issues relating to home life,
too.
Volunteerswith the CLP work in six South
Seattle schools total, including Thurgood
Marshall Elementary, Meany Middle School
and St. George Parish School.
According to theChildren's Literacy Project
overview, 57 out of96 fourth and fifth graders at
Bailey GatzertElementary School read ata first
or second grade level. Over 93 percent qualify
for free or reduced lunch costs. Ten percent of
fourth gradersatTT Minor Elementary passed
theWASL math section. Four percent ofeighth
graders at Madrona Elementary school passed
dieWASL science standard.
These are the types of results the CLP is
trying to eradicate.
"The Literacy Project puts the Seattle
University mission into action. For manyofour
volunteers, this is their first exposure to working
with low-income children in an ethnically
diverse setting," said Sally Haber, sixth-year
CLP director. "Through volunteering, our
SU students acquire a new understanding of
service, patience and compassion."
CLP requires its volunteers to attend a
training session that focuses on how to address
challenges young public school students face
on a daily basis. Issues such as low academic
achievement, unstable family situations,
poverty and homelessness are introduced
prior to tutoring. Once volunteers successfully
complete training, they must commit at least
one hour per week for three months.
Now, the stakes are even higher for struggling
local schools.
Gov. Christine Gregoire recently signed a
bill extending the WASL math and science
requirement to the 10th grade class of 2013,
instead of2008, to pass.
The WASL has a narrowing effect on
curriculum. Instruction becomes focused on
preparing for the test, especially in the months
and weeks prior.
"One of our partner schools turned their
spring break enrichmentprogram into aWASL
camp," said Haber. "This kind of pressure is
tough on our kids."
Chelsea Elliot, sophomore sociology major,
agrees.
"It pressures the students when the feel like
they have to rush through this and do well
whensome ofthem aren't at the proper reading
level yet—which is one reason CLP tutors are
so important," she said.
However, Gregiore's extension does not
include writing and reading WASL standards.
The class of 2008 still has to pass it.
"It alarms me that some students see the
WASL as the only measurement of success,"
said Alyssa Jocson, sophomore creativewriting
and Spanish major. "I overheard one student
telling her tutor that if what he's teaching her
doesn't relate to the WASL, she shouldn't be
learning it at all."
The Washington Education Association, the
state's largest teacher union, recendy turned in
petitions widi over 14,000 teacher signatures
requesting to lower the stakes on the WASL
and increase school funding.
Felicia Hall, who volunteers in a fifth grade
classroom at Madrona Elementary School,
believes that an emphasis on the WASL has
not only put a strain on students, but teachers
as well.
"[The WASL] eventually ends up hurting the
studentbecause if they are only learning how to
pass theWASL what happens when there is no
more WASL test to take?" said Hall.
Garfield High School volunteer Nick
Acosta, juniorHumanities forTeaching major,
realized it wasn't just difficult homework that
was impeding a student's success.
"I remember helping out at Garfield and
the classroom I was in was freezing, it wasn't
even warm. They lacked so many resources,"
said Acosta. "What are you going to learn
when you're worriedaboutkeeping warm?"
Elliot hopes that, through her help,
elementary students can receive the same
education she was fortunate to receive.
"I was so lucky to have so much attention
in school when I was younger, I used to never
do my homework," said Elliot. "If I can help
one child do a little bit better, dien I know I've
made a difference."
In addition to tutoring, CLP offers two
odier programs to promote higher education
achievement for at-risk students.
Beginning in 2003, CLP volunteers
began facilitating weekly book discussions
sessions, called Literature Circles, in fifth
grade classrooms at Bailey Gatzert Elementary
School. The circle is designed to generate
questions that stimulating students to develop
life-long skills such as understanding different
perspectives empathy and compassion.
"I was one of those kids who had private
education throughout my whole life. I never
saw disparity the way I do now," said Acosta.
"Volunteering has opened my eyes up a lot
to the waywe can affect the system for better
change."
CLP volunteers, along widi Kat Kitchens,
Coalition for Educational Equality (CEE)
co-president and junior Humanities for
Teaching major, are working to develop new
opportunities for at-risk students.
"One ofthe biggest social injustices is that
not all students are getting equal opportunities.
We have to remember that this is a diverse
campus; all of usattend SU by differentmeans,"
saidKitchens. "Wewant to encourage students
to diink more creatively about the future and
what else we can be doing to get rid of the
achievement gap."
One such program called College Preview
Day invites middle school students to the
Seattle University campus.
"Middle school students are at a crucial age
to begin thinkingabout college. Although one
typically associates being 'college bound' with
high school students, college tracking canbegin
in the middle school years," said Haber. "This
is especially true in math. Students' academic
self-concept takes root, and decisions are made
about whether or not their futures will include
higher education."
CEE brings awareness to at-risk students
dirough three different categories: direct service,
fundraising, and information-based events. In
addition to College Preview Days, CEE puts
together Achievement Gap Awareness Week
and the Social Justice Film series. All student,
faculty and staffofSeattle University are invited
to join the coalition.
"It really makes me upset to see some kids
[on campus] not care about this issue. They
were naive like I was," said Acosta. "They think,
'oh, this isn't my problem,' but it is—not only
is it everyone's problem, but it's a national
issue."
Amy can be reache at
phana@seattteu.edu
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Is Teach For America teaching battle tactics
Sean Towey
Staff writer
As every Seattle University student has heard since
orientation, the university is committed to social
justice. From required service learning to the Children's
Literacy Project, SU students are regularly engaged in
die community.
Some Seattle University students plan to fulfill the
Jesuit vision of community service by joiningTeach
For America (TFA). The program, now in its 17th
year, recruits die best students from die nation's top
educational facilities to fight the educational disparity
apparent in U.S. public schools.
Though a novel and noble concept, die effectiveness
of the program has been disputed. Teach For America
has also been accused of crushing the idealism out
of college students as they flounder against nearly-
impossible odds.
There are articles citing terrible Teach For America
experiences. For example, The Onion published an
article titled "Teach For America Chews Up, Spits Out
Anodier Ethnic-Studies Major" on Feb. 16, 2005. The
article was a profile of a Dartmouth graduate and his
traumatizing Teach For America student.
According to die TFA website, "Of the 13 million
children growing up in poverty, about halfwill graduate
from high school. Those that do graduate will perform
at an eigluh-grade level."
Princeton University alumniWendy Kopp began the
program in 1990. In 2006, 2,400 of 19,000applicants
were accepted and placed in the nation's poorest
communities.
This represents 10 percent ofYale and Dartmouth's
graduating classes, nine percent ofColumbia's, and eight
percent ofDuke and the University ofChicago.
The competitive selection rate is not due to the
inept applicants. Instead, TFA can only accept as many
applicants as they can reasonably place in teaching
positions across the country. Yet, Kopp hopes to expand
the program to accept 8,000 applicants by 2008.
Committing to a two-year contract, the students
receive a five-week crash course in teaching during the
summer before being thrust into the poorest rural and
urban communities in the nation. Volunteersreceive an
AmeriCorps voucher and first-year teacher's salaries and
benefits for the district they work for.
People volunteer for the program for more than
a commitment to social justice. The program looks
excellent on the resumes of students applying to
competitive medical and law schools.
Libbe Jones, a Seatde resident andTeach For America
veteran, said, "I knew a lot of people who were using
Teach For America as a stepping stone to get into better
schools, like better graduate programs or medical and
law schools."
Volunteers have relatively little say over where it is
they end up teaching. They are encouraged to accept
the first job thatpresents itself.
Teach For America looks through a catalogue
of volunteers and picks the applicants that suit each
situation best.
Though present in almost every metropolitan area
in the nation,TFA does not have a Seattle office. TFA
did break into thecity in 1994,but due to complicated
circumstances Kopp pulled out die teachers after only
one year.
Elizabeth Greene, who recently finished her second
year at the Seatde University School of Law, taught on
the Soudi West side of Chicago from June 2002 until
June 2004. Her experience was very positive.
A graduate of Miami University in Ohio, Greene
taught fourth grade at a school that was 99 percent
African-American and one percent Latino. Though she
struggled her first year, Greene experienced substantial
success in her second year.
"I think I'm most proud of getting kids what they
need," said Greene. "Sometimes it was just a matter of
doing simple paper work, and kids could get the services
that they needed."
Greenerelated a story of the technological disparities
between schools.
"At one point, I had kids who didn't know how to
turn on a computer," said Greene. "When I left, those
kids were doing Power Point presentations."
Greene developed strong feelings about the state of
public education in the United States.
"It's just not right," Greene said. "People don't start
off on the same footing, and it's just swept under the
rug."
The problem lies not just in poor student behavior.
Mishandled administrations at several ofthe schools also
inhibit the educational system.
"It's a large part of the problem," said Greene. "It's
kind of a top-down problem. You need administrators
that are supportive of the teachers."
Libbe Jones, who works in the IT department at the
University ofWashington Medical Center, experienced
terrible behavior and poor administration at her
assignment on the South side of Chicago. Originally
from Tacoma, Jones, of Caucasian decent, taught at a
100 percent African-American school.
"I was called a white honkey b— every day for two
years," said Jones. "I had students light the trash can on
fire, I had students light the classroom on fire. I had two
seventh grade girls become pregnant. It's like going to a
third world country."
However, Jones said, "I didn't have the typical
experience."
Both Jones and Greene had successful moments as
well. Jones convinced her students to write complaint
letters to major corporations such as McDonald's and
Nike. Her students received free stuff in return and
one student s parent received a raise at her job at K-
Mart. Greene still receives positive e-mails from her
students.
For more information on Teach For America, visit
teachforamerica.org.
Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu
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Students from Seattle University volunteer for the Child-
rens Literacy Project at Bailey GatzertBementery School.
The Childrens Literacy project places volunteers in low




Will the WASL revamp work for test scores
StaffWriter
The mission ofSeattle Public Schools, as stated
by the school board, is "To provide every student
witheffective, high quality teaching and learning
experiences, relevant curriculum and support
services, in a safe and healthy environment."
How exactly does thevast district accomplish
this feat?
• The Washington Assessment ofStudent
Learning (WASL) is taken infourth, seventh and
tendi grades.
• More than 60 percent ofstudents across
all grade levels exceeded the WASL standard in
reading and writing.
• In the Seattle district, 13 percent of the
students receive transitional bilingual services
and another 13percent receive special education
services.
• As of Sept. 1, 2004, the graduation
requirements for high schools have shifted.
The requirements include 60 hours of service
learning, completion of the tenth grade WASL
and a culminating project.
• In addition to this new requirement,
students seeking graduation must compose a
"High School Plus Plan," which demandsstudents
toelucidate their intentionsfor theirhigh school
years and die year following graduation
• The Seattle School District is the
largest in the state with an average annual K-12
enrollment of43,332 students, but trends show
a slight decline in enrollment over the last nine
years.
• The next biggest district in the state
ofWashington is the Spokane School District
with an average annual enrollment of28,950
students. Public schools service a majority, 76
percent, of all the K-12 students who attend
school in Seattle.




New SAM connects life across the world
Emily Holt
Staff Writer
Every aspect of Seattle life was
represented in the stream of on-
lookers admiring die life size works
of Andy Warhol, Jackson Pollock
and Chuck Close. Children, teen-
agers, parents and grandparents
were dressed in their Sunday's best,
jeansand Converse and elegant ball
top ten in die nation diat effectively
transports the audience to Nigerian
and Kenyan tribal performances, al-
lowing theviewer to see the an in its
original setting.
The pure white walls, chosen to
combat the natural psychological
associations Westerners often make
in regards to Africa and its art as a
"dark continent," contrast with the
vivid oranges, pinks andblues of the
been dedicated to supporting local
art. Fuller began with his own collec-
tions ofAsian art andheld annual lo-
cal competitions to supplement it.
Currendy on permanent display
are Pacific Northwest painters Mor-
ris Graves, Guy Anderson andMark
Tobey—the "mystic painters of the
Northwest," so-called because an
Asian art influence. Also included
is African-American artist Jacob
Lawrence and Gwendolyn Knight
Lawrence, who both spent time in
Seattle during the '70s. The work of
both individuals pulsates with the
evocative themes of urban life, hu-
man rights, and freedom.
The architecture's complemen-
tary role is as important to theSAM
experience as the art itself. The build-
ing has a steel and glass curtain wall
system, constructed to best utilize
Seatde's changeable weather and
sunlight.
"The architect wanted a sub-
dued building to recede so that the
art stands out," said Docent Anne
Lipner.
The $86 million project was led
by principal architect Brad Cloep-
fil, ofAlliedWorks Architecture who
also had to work with the require-
ment that the new SAM fit into the
create art are located on each floor.
They feature breathtaking views of
the Puget Sound.
"The architect won the curators
on very early," said Ishikawa. "He
said every architect will give you a
store and arestaurant. But the reason
people will come is ifyou have beau-
tifulgalleries that showcase great art.
His tools were proportion and light
and he delivered in creating very
beautiful spaces. The architecture
contributes to idea of mixing things
up a bit more."
The intermixing of cultures, of
old and new, is beautifully embod-
ied in the artistic grandeur that is the
new Seattle Art Museum.
"The motto of the SAM is that
art connects to life," said Lipner.
And whatbetter way to showcase
this theme dian a weekend offree art
and live music for every demographic
tiiat calls the mostcosmopolitan city
in the Pacific Nordiwest "home."
gowns. All added to the vibrant mi-
lieu this past Saturday at die Seattle
An Museum reopening.
The festivities kicked off at 10
a.m. Saturday morning with a rib-
bon cutting ceremony led by direc-
tor Mimi Gates, Governor Christine
Gregoire and Mayor Greg Nickels.
It continued for 35 hours with live
painting, gospel, pop, African and
jazz music acts, face painting and
dancing all through the night.
The diversity ofage and dress of
people flowing through the muse-
um's beautifully planned exhibits
suited the overall theme of the mu-
seum's layout as well—connecting
lives through art.
Rather than starkly dividing
art in the traditional organization
method of time period and loca-
tion of origin, the curators at the
SAM weaved together works from
different cultures through open
rooms that flow one into another
and mixing exhibits.
"We decidedpretty early on that
we were more interested in show-
ing how things are interrelated than
keeping them artificially separate,"
said Chiyo Ishikawa, deputy direc-
tor of art and curator of European
painting and sculpture. "With [this
approach to] art history, [one sees
that] things are messier and more
African dress styles.
These contrasts and the evoca-
tion of the art's natural placement
were chiefpriorities for the curators
in their design plan.
"Our goal was to try and combat
some of the sterility that comes from
museum environment [in regards to
the display ofAfrican art]," said Ishi-
kawa. "Most of the art was meant
to be used in action, and while the
works ofarts themselves are static
and mounted on stands, we have
projection and music to show how
masked are used. This has helped
animate the collection quite a bit."
According to Ishikawa, African
art is often displayed in a modernist
setting due to the interest of mod-
ern abstract artists like Pablo Picasso,
who felt a strong personal influence
from it. But through the work of
curators such as Ishikawa, the SAM
has provided a whole level ofcultural
context within which die art can be
appreciated on its own right.
The exhibit was the brainchild
of collector Katherine White, who
grew up inAfrica and cultivated her
interest with die continent's many
cultures through frequent visits.
The SAM also features native
art of the Americas, ancient Medi-
terranean, Islamic, European and
American art. There are also several
large exhibits of modern and con-
temporary art, notably featuring
many local artists.
Since its founding in 1933with
Dr. Richard E. Fuller, the SAM has
atmosphere of downtown Seattle
with the backdrop of Elliot Bay.
The family rooms, places for chil-
dren to read about, play with and
Emily can be reached at
holtel@seattleu.edu
interesting thanwhat you get in the
standard art historical account."
The new SAM features an Afri-
can art exhibit, said to be among the
Photo Courtesy SAM
Gaylen C. Hansen, Still Life with White Tea Pot, 2000
Photo CourtesySAM
Medallion Coin, ca. 324 - 326
AD
Photo Courtesy SAM
Crows, Early 17th century
Photo Courtesy SAM
Check out the new SAM down-
town on First St. and Union.
Photo Courtesy SAM
El Greco, Lady in a Fur Wrap, 1577-80
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"28 Weeks Later": a sequel worth waiting for
Rob La Gatta
News Editor
Danny Boyle's 2002 film "28
Days Later" brought a new and
exciting take to the zombie genre,
using an unconventional plotline
and tense cinematography to craft
a strong addition to the library of
horror.
The film's sequel "28 Weeks
Later," which came out May 11,
is a less impressive but still strong
continuation to the story. Gone are
any remnants of the original film's
characters, as well as Boyle as direc-
tor and his unique camera angles.
In their place, a highly politicized
plotline and brutally realistic vio-
lence are injected. Certainly more
Hollywood dian its predecessor, "28
Weeks Later" manages to maintain
die tension and suspense necessary
for a survival horror film.
It's hard to master the genre,
and even harder to release a solid
sequel in it. Among the slew of
survival horror garbage that has
swept cinemas in the past three or
four years; those who manage to
produce a strong film always give
in and make a sequel. "Resident
Evil," an excellent adaptation of
the zombie shooter video game
series, was followed up by the
laughably bad "Resident Evil II:
Apocalypse." Similarly, while the
remake of "Dawn of the Dead"
seemed to possess the potential to
reinvigorate George Romeros zom-
bie universe, its successor "Land of
the Dead"—this one directed by
Romero himself—was a large step
backwards.
Many thought "28 Weeks Later"
would fall victim to the same fate.
Instead, the sequel—directed by
Juan Carlos Fresnadillo—manages
to take us into back into Boyle's
universe, showing it through a dif-
ferent set ofeyes.
The majority of the film takes
place six months after the events
of the first. The RAGE virus that
was unleashed on the population
has by this point been contained.
The reconstruction ofBritain is still
a work in progress, but enough of
the core area has been contained
to allow die displaced residents to
return. Among them is a pair of
children, reuniting with their fa-
ther after being separated before
the outbreak.
As is expected, before long the
security at the safe zone has been
breached, the virus is quickly
spreading among die quarantined
citizens and the United States mili-
tary is unleashing a full scale assault
on the city to stop further spread-
ing. As the assaults get more and
more intense, a rapidly decreasing
number of survivors—including
the two children, hunted by their
infected father— try to escapefrom
die combined direatofinfected and
the United States military.
The film opens by introducing
a group of characters in a peaceful
setting that almost immediately
explodes into action, eliminat-
ing almost every one of these as-
sumed-protagonists in a matter
of minutes. It's a sign of things to
come. Throughout the film, while
certain characters certainly develop
into leading roles, nobody is really
a main character.
There are roles that need to be
rilled, and Fresnadillo wisely intro-
duces a range ofcharacters early on
in the film that he can use as little
more than tools, as means to an end.
When their roles have been accom-
plished, these characters are written
out the script. This is done with a
surprising degree of suspense.
The cinematography adds to the
tension. While Boyle's tense hand-
held camera approach has been
largely forgotten, grandiose shots
illuminate scenes in ways never be-
fore possible, used to highlight the
unstoppable carnage Britain faces.
In one scene, the camera swoops
over a lone survivor as he runs fran-
tically through a field, the peaceful-
ness lush rural Britain in contrast
with the hundreds of snarling in-
fected rushing over a nearby ridge
to meet him.
In another, as characters are
exploring a pitch black subway
station, the entire scene is viewed
through night shot as if the entire
audience were looking through a
rifle's scope. The result is terrifying.
As the characters navigate their way
through darkness, completely aware
that they are helpless in case of an
attack, the audience gets to see it
all. Ofall the scenes, this one—with
shadowy figures moving just outside
the audience's range ofvision— is
perhaps the best indicator that
Fresnadillo was born with zombies
on the brain.
Not to say the film doesn't have
its faults. The plotline is far more
predictable than its predecessor,
allowing anyone with any sense of
zombie survival protocol to deter-
mine exactly how characters will
handle given situations and how
the film will end. And yes, it does
include the obligatory cliff-hanger
ending that leaves potential for
the almost inevitable "28 Months
Later."
Another problem—and one
that is less forgivable for fans of
the original—is the increased role
Americans play in "28 Weeks Later."
While in diefirst film the American
presence was largely absent, its fol-
low up adds Yanks by the masses:
as stereotypical, arrogant young
soldiers; as trigger-happy military
commandos; as a young chiefmedi-
cal examiner who couldn't be a day
over 23. The roles, mostly military
in nature, seem to be used for little
more than making a connection to
the war in Iraq.
The connection is overwhelm-
ingly apparent. From the "green
zone" where returning survivors are
housed—with American soldiers
holding large machine guns posted
at suspiciously familiar military
checkpoints—to the continuing
social strife between the locals and
their occupiers. Some of the situa-
tions seem directly lifted from news
headlines. It is a cheap attempt to
add politics where they don't be-
long, and though done tactfully, it
drags down the overall impact of
the film.
But as far as sequels go, "28
Weeks Later" is a success. By drag-
ging the audience back into the dark,
suspenseful worldBoyle created—a
world where danger lurks in every
alley and dark street—Fresnadillo
has helped to develop one of the
most realistic zombie universes of
recent cinema. The "28" franchise
can only grow from here. And if
Romero doesn't watch out, the
snarling competition will be biting
at his heels any day now.
Rob can be reached at
lagattar@seattleu.edu
Photo Courtesy Yahoomovies.com
Robert Carlyle runs from an infected zombie in "28 Weeks Later,"
sequel to the hit "28 Days Later." The film is in theaters now.
Seattle U gets down with "The Nice and the Nasty"
Sean Towey
Staff Writer
First, the audience is confronted
with a blast of techno beats. Then,
strobelights attempt to givemembers
of the audience an epileptic seizure.
And after all that, a corporate board
meeting from the 22nd century ap-
pears alongside chaos, insanity, and
a lot oflaughs.
This is how Seattle University
Fine Arts presents "The Nice and die
Nasty," written by Mark O'Donnell
of"Hairspray" fame. The play is per-
formed and directed brilliantly. The
stage, as is consistently the case at the
Lee Arts Centet, was spectacular.
The onlyproblems with the show
had almost nothing to do with the
production itself, but more with the
way the play was written. Raising
truthsabout consumer culture and
corporate America in a hysterical
fashion, die writing never transcends
diealmost slap-stick comedyroutine
it uses to draw the audience into die
play. Though satirical and clever,
think more along the lines ofThe
Three Stooges instead of Jonathan
.Swift.
"The Nice and die Nasty" follows
die lives ofdiose involved widi Food
Technology, a company ofdie future
that feeds four billion people (and
four billion dogs) each day. Each
character attempts to deal with the
futility of corporate America and
consumerism in their own way; from
plans to destroy the world to plans to
save it, from experiencing true love
or a peaceful death.
Keith Hazen-Diehm captures the
villainous archetype perfectly, right
down to the sneer, facial hair and
shifty eyes while playing top execu-
tiveBlade Crewis. Damian Peterson
plays Blade's nemesis at the com-
pany, Gad Allwyn. A self-absorbed
sex addict who constantly hides his
animal instincts in order to further
his ambitious career plans, Peterson
has one of his best performances of
his young career. Bobby Temple rec-
reates a more whiny Smithers from
"The Simpsons" as Smurgison, resi-
dent slave of the office.
All three of these young men
compete for the affection ofCathexa
Heitz, played by Molly Tomhave.
Cathexas father, Hobart Heitz, owns
the company. However, she is won
out by the wonderfully geeky Junius
Upsey, played by Aaron Orheim.
Orheim emanates nerd, especially
when wearing his "photosynthetic
cap" (a tie-dye shower cap). The
cap, invented by Upsey, transfuses
sunlight into energy for humans,
making it so humans never have to
eat anymore, hopefully solving a war
that is going on with an unknown
enemy.
Two of the more stellar perfor-
mances of the play come from Ho-
bart Heitz, played by Michael Stock,
and his young, promiscuous, ex-porn
star trophy wife Needa Heitz, played
by the very talented Colleen Egan.
Much of the humor comes from
Stock's billionaire dollar eccentrici-
ties, such as blindfolding all of the
servants, having a giant replica of
his body built beneath his house so
he can search his veins and arteries
for inconsistencies and immediately
bequeathing his entire fortune to
Upsey in order to create more ofhis
photosynthetic hats.
The Lee Center physically heats
up when Egan prances about in a
bikini for a large portion of the first
act. Though slightly distracting, Egan
shows impressiveconfidence and skill
throughout the show. Her character
Needa Heitzoften calls herhusband,
"Dad," and she also falls in love with
Junius Upsey.
Michelle Palmer plays the child
news anchor Kate Karns, who ev-
eryone believes because she is just a
kid. Palmer rides around the stage
with one of the funniest props of
the show; a pair of those shoes with
the wheel on the heel that everyone
wanted as a kid.
The plot is ridiculous, chaotic and
crazy. Right when one feels they are
catching on to some sort of theme,
the play goes in an unexpected di-
rection. However, the direction is
almost always remarkably funny.
Though the humor and plot of
the play might not be good for the
morals, it is definitely good for the
soul.
Check out "The Nice and The
Nasty" at theLee Center for theArts
through Sun., May 20.
Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu
Jackie Canchola The Spectatoi
Keith Hazen-Diehm brings corpse Sean Wanless backfrom the dead
in hopes of conquering the world in"The Nice and The Nasty."
Jackie Canchola The Spectator
Bobby Temple arrests Aaron Orheim in a twisted plot change.
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During this "explor-
HHI atory period," which
is scheduled to Com-
mence June I, Seattle University
will be evaluated by the NCAA
and hopes to be fit into a confer-
ence similar to the West Coast
*nference. The WCC was, atbeginning of the year, consid-ered to be a "perfect fit" for Seattle
University since sevenofits eight
members are Jesuit universities.
Although theWCC recendy re-
jected proposals to expand in the
foreseeable future, the adiletic
department still has hopes to be
a part of the prestigious league of
elite Division I schools.
Although the state ofdie ath-
leticalignment for the 2009-2010
tool year is ambiguous andject to acceptance, Sundborg
expressed confidence in the task
force decision and devotion to
continual evaluation ofthe athletic
alignment ofSeattle University.
t'ln my own words I welcomedecision and see it, essentially,
as the determination that the in-
tercollegiate athletic aspect ofSe-
attle University should be ona par
and consistentwith the quality of
the rest of our university," wrote
Seattle University has not
competed at the Division I level
for nearly three decadesandawaits
the approval ofthe NCAAto re-
Brenda can be reached
at sticeb@seattleu.edu
sport
Lack of depth brings end to baseball run
Rose Egge
Staff Writer
Club baseball's successful season
came to a disappointing close this
weekend when sloppy play and in-
ternal conflicts cost the Redhawks'
regionals.
"I think all ofthe players on our
team felt we had a great chance to
win the regional tournament, but
there were some unnecessary con-
tinued frustrations and arguments
between players and coaches which
inhibited our chances of being suc-
cessful," said Kevin Roach sopho-
more pitcher.
Seattle University defeated
Idaho State on May 11, but was
eliminated from the tournamentaf-
terlosing to Weber State University
and the University of Oregon on
May 12.
The Redhawks had three or
more defensive errors in each game
and failed to produce runs until
late in the game. The team's three
starting pitchers also struggled to
perform as well as they had during
the regular season.
Against Idaho State University,
Seattle started ofslow offensively
but held on with a strong outing
from Nick Richey, sophomore
pitcher. By the fourth inning the
Redhawks finally started hitting
and won the game 11-3.
"The first game we started out
sloppy and tentative. It took a while
to work the butterflies out and play
our game, but once we relaxed we
played much better," said Roach.
"Idaho played us tough and hit
the ball very well in the early in-
nings."
When Seattle faced Weber State
the next day, they did not earn any
runs until the sixth inning. Strug-
gling against Weber's strong pitch-
ing, Seattle fought hard at the end,
both ends," said Roach. "It was eas-
ily the most fun I've ever had in a
game."
Seattle faced Oregon in the
"Loser's Bracket" of the tourna-
ment, playing a loser-out game.
Unfortunately, last years regional
champions showed their strengths
with excellent hitting and put Se-
attle down by at 10runs early on.
"I didn't feel like I pitched all
that bad, I was hitting my spots
and changing speeds, but they just
seemed to hit everything," said Sean
Namanny, senior pitcher.
When Oregon continued to
steal bases with a 10 run lead, ten-
sions began to mount between the
two teams.
"The rivalry started early in the
season when we took the series
from them, making it the only se-
ries they [had] lost this season," said
Nick Shekeryk senior first baseman.
"Then we took the conference title
form them this year. There is some
bad blood between the teams, but
it will make for an exciting rivalry
in seasons to come."
While Seattle's players stuck
together and fought through
the tough games this weekend, a
strained relationship with JD Jack-
son, head coach, became evident.
coach during a home series in
April, he instructed the entire team
to bunt during one run through of
the lineup against Evergreen State
College. Since itwas an easy victory
and Seattle was up by more dian 10
runs, Seattle players found the ac-
tion insulting to their opponents.
positive impact for next year. For
one, the current team hopes to ex-
pand their roster next year.
"It showed duringregionals that
we needed depth in the lineup,"
said Nokes. "When other teams
could reach into their lineups and
choose from six other pitchers, our
"The first time I met our coach,
I was taking groundballs and he
walked up to me and told me to get
out of his face," said Roach. "The
team was a strong group of play-
ers we just ultimately lacked a true
leader and understanding coach."
Team members have questioned
Jackson's baseball strategies as well
as the way he addresses his own
players.
"He took on the role ofdictator
instead ofunderstanding coach and
friend. He demanded respect in-
stead of trying to earn it, which
never works," said Roach. "I think
if he was less imposing and more
understanding we would have had
a much more successful season."
Jackson made two controversial
decisions during regionals when he
benched Shekeryk in game two and
Roach in game three. Shekeryk had
shown up to the game wearing a
Trader Joes T-shirt that he wears
to every game due to superstition.
Jackson had warned him not wear
it that day and took him out of the
lineup against Weber State as a re-
sult. Roach reportedly talked back
to the coach, defending Shekeryk's
place in the lineup and was taken
out ofgame three against Oregon.
"Seeing two of the biggest con-
tributors on the team out of the
lineup caused disruption in the
team and a parting with the coach,"
said Keegan Nokes sophomore
thirdbaseman. "I felt that ifwe had
ourlineup at full strength we would
have had a much better shot at the
World Series. It sucked to see our
season go out that way."
Jackson could not bereached for
comment.
Despite the disappointing re-
sults ofregionals, the vast improve-
ments thatSeattle University's club
baseball team made should have a
team only had the three we've had
all year."
Namanny and Shekeryk, both
strong forces on the team, will grad-
uate this year, so Seattle could use
more pitching and solidbats. Still,
the Redhawks expect to be a force
in the league again next year.
"We had a very successful season
and it will make Seattle University
baseball one of the most hunted
and feared teams [next year]," said
Shekeryk.
They also expect more recogni-
tion from the school.
"Hopefully [this season] can
give us some good rep within the
school and show that students love
to have a baseball team to watch
— especially one that's good and
competitive," said Paul Massart
sophomore utility player.
With the school moving into
Division I, the success of this year's
baseball club has also brought up
the possibility of a varsity baseball
team in the future.
"I really believe that this sea-
son guaranteed that the baseball
club team will become a scholar-
ship team when the school goes
Division I in a couple years," said
Namanny," This should also bring
interest from more players, fans,
and administration."
Above all the team seems satis-
fied and thankful with the year they
have had.
"We had an amazing season
overall. Making a transformation
from league cellar team to confer-
ence champions was major prog-
ress in only one season's time," said
Shekeryk. "We fought hard all the
way through and proved many
skeptics wrong."
Rose can be reached at
eggee@seattleu.edu
I really believe that this
season guaranteed
that the baseball club




but lost the game 7-5.
"Our game with Weber State
was one of the most nerve-racking
and exciting games I've ever been
a part of. It was a strong showcase
of talent, resilience and synergy on
Throughout the season, players
have accused Jackson of behaving
unprofessionally towards his play-
ers, other teams and game officials.
While he screamed in the face of
Eastern Washington University's
Britten Stark TheSpectator
Senior Sean Namanny throws a pitch at a home match during the
regular season.
Britten Stark The Spectator
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B"I was just really proudthat we were there. Itwas
a great Softball game. We
gave it our all and even though we
lost, we stillwon," said Powers. "We
battled hard throughout the tourna-
ment and I wouldn't change a thing
— other than the outcome of the last
game ifpossible."
The team began the tourna-
ment with an upset victory against
top seed of the tournament, third-
ranked in the nation and rival,
Humboldt State 2-0.
"Facing die number one [region-
al] seed and knocking them to the
loser's bracket, that's something that
rarely happens. The intensity I felt
we didn't have all season came out in
that game. Our intensity continued
throughout the whole tournament
because of that game," said Martin
who struck out 10 batters in the
two-hit shutout.
"[After beating Humboldt] ev-
erybody started to believe we could
win it and knocking offthe number
one seed was something nobody ex-
pected us to do. It set tone for rest
of tournament," said Powers.
Although the win did set the
tone for the rest of the tournament
Seattle took their first loss in their
next game against Hawaii Hilo, 3-
2, dropping them into the loser's
bracket.
But, Seattle didn't give up the
win easily. Both teams fought to
break the 1-1 tie, but Hawaii-Hilo
was the first, scoring two runs in the
tenth inning.
Catcher Amanda Nilles, senior
nursing major, scored both runs
of the game, closing Hawaii-Hilo's
win to one run. But the loss pushed
Seattle even further in the tourna-
ment.
"I was extremely confident in
our team, especially when we lost
our second game," said Nilles. "After
our second, we knew if we lost die
next game we're out and we just kept
going and going. With each win we
kept building our confidence and we
were justfeeding off each other."
In the next game against Sonoma
State, Seatde came from behind to
tie the game 2-2 in the bottom
of the seventh and win 3-2 in the
ninth inning. Heather Hansen,
sophomore first baseman, singled
to bring Katie Petersen, freshman
center fielder, home, which tied the
game in the seventh and in the sec-
ond extra inning the pair's singles
allowed Petersen to score the win-
ning run.
And after this win the team con-
tinued to prove they deserved to be
in the tournament, as they knocked
Humboldt out of the tournament
with a 4-2 victory their next game.
Seattle's offense and defense
backed up Martin's pitching that
stumped Humboldt again.
"The team played great. I was so
happy to see us finally turn around.
I always say potential's nothing until
you use it.We finally made it known
what we could do," said Martin. "I
think it proves something. You can't
go into tournaments thinking just
because you had an awesome sea-
son you're going to win the tour-
nament. It's a whole new start for
every team."
And for Seattle it was good tim-
ing for a new start. The Redhawks
followed the victory against Hum-
boldt with a win against Hawaii-
Hilo 3-0, in their second match-
up.
SU struck first, putting two
runs on the board in the second in-
ning with a two-run homerun by
Nilles.
"It was such an amazing expe-
rience, just the way we came back
and worked our way back to the
championship gameand forced the
"if necessary" game. We fought all
the way to the end and that's how
it should've been," said Nilles. "It
was a great way to end the season
and end my softball career at SU. It
was such an amazing way for me to
go out and I know the other seniors
felt the same way. We had faith in
ourselves and we just proved we are
a good team."
Seattle's performance must have
shaken Stanislaus, who committed
five errors in their match against Se-
attle. With a solid pitching perfor-
mance and a defense to back it up,
Seattle took their next victory 6-1
and forced the "ifnecessary" game,
since both Stanislaus and Seattle
each had one loss after the game.
Although Seattle's winning
streak ended with the championship
game, the team's performance in the
tournament showed its potential,
something that has been discussed
all season.
"From the first to the final game
the team was focused. They were
into every game and they were re-
ally loud and just into every game.
The intensity level was higher than
it has been all year," said Powers.
"It showed we could play with any-
body. We didn't beat ourselves in
any of those games and that was the
problem throughout the year. This
week it all came together. We finally
played up to our abilities."
Despite the loss, teammates and
Powers agreed that, if the season had
to end, that last game was the best
way to go out.
Jessica can be reached at
vangilde@seattleu.edu
Track sets bar for next season
Jessie DiMariano
Staff Writer
Wrapping up one of the best
seasons Seattle University has seen
in years, the track and field team
has plenty to celebrate.
Last Friday, it was announced
that six of the team's athletes earned
Academic All-GNAC honors.
Seniors Garrett Brown, sprinter
and Charisse Arce, distance run-
ner, received their honors for the
second year in a row, while Brock
Jahner, sophomore multi-event
participant, also earned a spot
on the Academic All-Conference
team.
Jahner, who has competed as
one of Seattle University's first
ever decathletes, finished second
in the decathlon at the GNAC
Multi-Event Championships and
has contributed to the elevation
of competition throughout the
season.
"The decathlon is arguably the
most difficult and demanding
sporting event ever conceived and
Brock not only did well at it, but
set multiple school records during
the season," said Eric Schueffner,
assistant coach.
Also earning All-GNAC honors
were sophomore distance runners
Jamie Clark, Rhiannon Cadelinia
and Natalie Martinez.
On the field, the track team
concluded their season at the Ken
Foreman Invitational last Satur-
day May 12 at the West Seattle
Stadium.
The men's team maintained
their consistent performances as
Nicholas Dols, junior distance run-
ner, ran a 1:53.58in the 800-meter
run and nearly broke the Redhawk
record (1:53.0) previously set by
MattBlaine.
"The men's team has performed
substantially better this year than
in years past," said Dols. "And we
had our best showing at the Con-
ference Championships in Seattle
Track history."
Also contributing to the notice-
ably improved field events on the
men's side Garrett Brown, senior
sprinterand jumper, earned fourth
place in the triple jump, while the
relay team finished second in the
men's 4xloo relay, the only event
they entered.
For thewomen's team, Arce fin-
ished eighth in the 1500-meter run
with a time of 5:00.39, ahead of
fellow SU distance runners, Jenni-
fer Innes, sophomore and Clark.
"We have such a young team
and for them to perform as well
as they did, the sky's the limit in
terms ofwhere we are by the time
these people are seniors," said Tri-
sha Steidl, head coach.
The field events were led by
Lindsay Currier, freshman thrower,
who earned sixth place in the shot
put, throwing a distance of 34-7
and earned fifth place in the discus
throw.
Making their marks in the
sprints, Loyal Allen, Jr., junior,
made it to the 400-meter dash fin-
ish line in a timeof51.83, while the
100-meter dash was led by Tomi
Keah, senior sprinter and Daniel
Sullivan, freshman sprinter. The
two finished beside one another,
earning eighth and ninth place.
Based on the solid performanc-
es on both the men's and women's
side, the Redhawks gained recogni-
tion from fellow competitors and
coaches at the invitational, men-
tioning how far the SU program
has come in just one year, accord-
ing to Steidl.
"That meant a lot to me to hear
such positive, unsolicited com-
ments from our competitors. So I
guess that means people are already
taking notice," said Steidl. "If we
continue the way we did this year,
people won't have any choice but
to notice us."
Jessie can be reached at
dimarian@seattleu.edu
Early season M's are
a pleasant return to
years of the past
Michael Baldwin
StaffWriter
When Seattle Mariners Man-
agerMike Hargrove said he was as
excited about the2007 team then
any team he had ever coached,
many in the sports community
questioned his sanity.
It sounded morelike the jargon
of someone who was openly on
the hotseat for his joband less like
the words ofsomeone who wasn't
stoned or being sarcastic.
But the early season returns of
this 2007 team seem to lend cre-
dence to Hargrove's words.
True, playing .500 ball is a far
cry from the glory days of2001,
but ifanyone said they expected
this with an early season schedule
that featured seven games with
the Bronx Bombers is just plain
lying.
Jose Vidro has been the .300
hitter he was before theknee in-
juries and Kenji Johjima finally
seems to be settling into his role
as the leader of the rotation.
Early season utter dominance
from Felix Hernandez put a sense
ofoptimism back into the crowd
that hasn't been there since Freddy
Garciaand JamieMoyer were an-
choring our rotation instead of
the Phillies. And the fact that the
team has been able to win in his
injury-caused absence only makes
his return that much more antici-
pated.
While JeffWeaver has turned
in the worst start to a season of
any pitcher in Major League His-
tory and Adrian Beltre has been
his usual, undutch, (.240, only hit
homers when the game no longer
matters)—self, the rest of the team
is quietly gelling.
Perhaps the telling moment
came when Josh Phelps of the
Yankees inexplicably bowled over
Johjima in a confrontation that
never should have happened. Jar-
rod "Please give me some run sup-
port" Washburn plunked Phelps
the next inning and all was well.
But when the Yankees cam back
throwing at Yuniesky Betancourt
in theBth, tempers flared and the
benches and bullpens emptied. Of
course, nothing happened, but it
lit. a fire under the team. Johjima
won the game the next day with a
two-out RBI single in the eighth.
It may sound from my writing
like the Mariners are suddenly 23-
10, but the difference between this
year's team and the2006 version is
noticeable to even the casual fan.
This team gives a crap.
Our shaky bullpen has been
bolstered by lefty specialist George
Sherill, young fireballer Brandon
Morrow and the games next great
closer, J.J. Putz. One actually gets
the feeling that the game is over
with a lead after 7 innings. We
haven't had that since the days of
Kaz Sasaki and Arthur Rhodes.
JoseLopez is quietly develop-
ing into one ofthe mostconsistent
second-baseman in the league.
Hitting 9th, he has coupled a .280
average with several clutch at-bats
and excellent defense in the field.
He and Betancourt, who will be
one ofthe games best shortstops
within two years, turn a double
play like two best friends practic-
ing on the sandlot.
There is, of course, Ichiro.
Playing in a contract year, he has
gone largely unnoticed, but all
that will change when he goes on
his usual tear through June; July
and August.
Raul Ibanez is slowly getting
his swing back, but has a niceRBI
total. And while Richie Sexson is
hitting sub .200, when he is con-
necting, he's getting extra bases
and driving in tuns. Don't forget,
that's what we signed him to do.
Ofcourse, this is the Mariners
we are talking about. The front
office is about as loved as A-Rod
around hereand with good reason;
They could also kill the season by
triggering a ludicrous trade, like
Felix, Ichiro and Lopez, for Sid-
neyPonson. We justhave to pray
they don't.
But for theaverage fan, we can
celebrate one thing: we finally have
a competent, competitive team.
When they win, they're
pumped. When they lose, their
bummed, but fired up for the
next day.
Well see how Bud Selig's ge-
nius plan for the makeup games
in Cleveland works out, but hey
you neverknow. True, we could go
some debilitating nine-game los-
ing streak, but we could also c.itdi
fire and ratde over six or seven in
a row. That's what's fun about this
team. The possibilities.
Who knows, if Jose Guillen
and Sexson catch fire and if we
can bury Bekre where he does
limited harm, coupled widi some
solid starts from middle-of-the
rotation starters Miguel Batista
and Horacio Ramirez, we could
do some damage.
To be honest, it will not be
hard to top what this team has
done in the last few years. But
hey, we got old quick, we stripped
down and re-built and it's finally
starting to look like it might pay
dividends.
Of course, it is too early to
tell. Unlike any Jeff Weaver start,
where from the first pitch you
know they will lose, there is no
certainty around this team. Only
possibility.
And that's something to be ex-
cited about.
Mike can be reached at
baldl799@seattleu.edu
But the early season
returns of this 2007
team seem to lend
credence to Har-
groves's words.
One game from World Series
sportsmay 16, 2007 13the spectator
editoria
This Saturday, Seattle University's Quadrangle will
host Quadstock, arguably the most anticipated on-
campus event of the year.
With performances from musical acts across the
spectrum - the lineup boasts such acts as Mates of
State, Macklemore and Aqueduct, as well as student
groups The Passenger and Party at the Vatican - and
carnivalesque atmosphere surrounding the entire
event, Quadstock will undoubtedly appease even the
most fastidious event goers.
Unfortunately, however, recent campus sponsored
events aimed at providing wholesome student enter-
tainment have acquired a reputation among a select
but growing number of individuals, whom equate
these social events with the necessity ofoverindulging
with alcohol and other substances. It is regrettable that
our propensity to over consume increases so sharply
when we are offered one of the largest and most social
gatherings of the academic year.
Unlike many other institutions of higher learning,
Seattle University is not bogged down in the quag-
mire of uproarious actions surrounding athletic events,
which often times provide the forum - as well as an
excuse - for inebriated behavior. Noticeably absent
from this campus, the siren-line song of the football
and beer rah-rah scene that afflicts the big dogs across
the water fails to extend its reach downtown.
But we still have our demons, and many students at
Seattle University use campus sponsored events such
as Fall Ball, Modern Masquerade and Quadstock as an
outlet for their credulous need for publicly intoxicated
conduct.
The mere fact that three weeks prior to Quadstock,
groups touting raging parties and free alcohol began to
use the SU e-mail server to solicit the interest of stu-
dents bears testament to a problem with social engage-
ments geared toward students at Seattle University.
Campus sponsored events should showcase the
best of what this university has to offer, while at the
same time providing entertainment, an opportunity
to step away from the stresses of the quarter and a
social atmosphere of engagement for all members of
the University.
Insofar as that should be the goal of the social func-
tions provided by our campus it also suffices to say
that Seattle University fails miserably in providing
those forums to its student body. Three major events,
coupled with the occasional student based musical
performance, coffee house or casino night, in no way
begins to provide the campus community with the
social outlets and opportunities that are necessary to
create a vibrant and engaged student body on cam-
pus.
That is not to say that attendees must abstain from
indulgence in alcohol or other legal substances, the
only stipulation is that those who choose to engage
in heart lightening activities do so in a responsible,
social and legal manner.
Quadstock is hyped as the largest and most exciting
annual event that takes place at Seattle University, at
least for the student body. It will be a success so long
as there is an emphasis placed on responsibility and
social engagement, and not on either abstinence or
overindulgence.
The Spectator editorial board consists of Nicholas Lollini, Megan Peter, Brenda Stice, Lauren Padgett and Rob La Gatta. Signed commen-
taries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of The Spectator.
Warmth doesn't justify the shoeless
Rob LaGatta
Opinion editor
and airborne bits ofdead skin that
your foot has to offer. But when
you finally take it a step further
and make the decision to take
those sandals off, you've crossed
the line.
Notonly are these free-spirited
hippies exposing their feet to the
scum that coats every square inch
of Seattle public property and
most of the communal spaces of
SU's campus. They're also making
the rest of us put up with their
disgraces.
I'm no fascist, and I don't
really care what people wear (or
choose not to) in the privacy of
their homes. But the second you
bring your bare feet to public
spectrum, wiggling your toes as
if going for a prize, you've moved
beyond expressing yourself and
into insulting your peers.
Remember the "No Shoes, No
Shirt, No Service" campaign that
gained prominence during the
1960s counterculture movement?
It was admittedly a decade that,
despite thisworthwhile campaign,
marks the beginning of the end
for shoe advocates like myself.
But we can still to look the three
"No's" for guidance, and we
should ask ourselves a question:
is Seattle University exempt from
this seemingly reasonable social
bargain? Are we at an institution
willing to cheapen itself to the
point that it offers services—in
the form of a holistic Jesuit
education—without requiring
some degree of class from its
clients?
Apparently, yes.
This afternoon I found myself
in a difficult situation, one that
never crossed my mind while
considering "potential problems
of attending Seattle University"
as a high school senior.
Seated in a classroom and
feeling as ifsomething were amiss,
I turned around to see another
student tapping his large, bare
feet against the carpet not two
feet from my chair. His sandals,
though seemingly clean and
functional, sat unused underneath
his desk.
How does one deal with such
a situation? Do you interrupt the
class and tell the student you feel
uncomfortable with his bare feet,
potentially causing an explosive
argument? Do you approach the
professor at the break halfway
through the class and quietly
ask her to inform the student of
social rules that, though certainly
correct, have not yet been enacted
in law?
In the end, I sat back and
finished my assignment, plagued
by a problem that my peers were
apparently oblivious to. I had lost
to a pair of feet.
What we know is this: walking
around barefoot anywhere beyond
the privacy of your home is
disgusting, primitive, unsanitary
and dangerous to ones own well-
being.
It is the responsibility of every
single studentat Seattle University
to take a stand against the ever-
growing barefoot culture. Only
when we unite against these
appendage terrorists, who seem to
think their behavior is acceptable
on the grounds that they are a
"free spirit," can we return to a
semi-normal (and semi-sanitary)
lifestyle.
Rob can be reached at
lagattar@seattleu .edu
It's only been warm weather in
Seattle for a day, and they're already
coming out of the woodwork.
You see themon park benches.
You see them in the Residence
Halls. You even see them in
classrooms, walking around with
a smile on their face and a skip in
their step as if they were oblivious
to the shame of their acts.
They are, ofcourse, the Seattle
University students with the nerve
to walk around barefoot.
Look: we're all excited that the
winter seems to finally be drawing
to a close, that it stays light and
warm and cheery late into the
evening. Summer is just around
the corner...and some might say
it's already here.
But social conventions don't
just change with the seasons.
We cannot disregard an act long
considered publicly unacceptable
simply for the sake of enjoying
the weather. Wearing sandals is
bad enough—they expose the
rest of the world to the vivid
imagery, rarely pleasant aromas
Letters to the editor should be 300 to 500 words long and emailed to Rob La Gatta at lagattar@seattleu.edu. The Spectatorreserves the
right to edit letters for length and spelling, grammar, and style errors.
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Is a twelve dollar flight to Europe too cheap
Jessie DiMariano
Staff Writer
Nearly a year ago, Iwas spending
an hour or so a day online trying
to find the cheapest round-trip
flight to Milan, Italy I could. From
Orbitz.com to numerous Google
searches, I finally decided to seek
professional assistance where
student fares are a dime a dozen.
I ventured to STA travel, met
with a representative and purchased
a $ 1035round-trip ticket departing
from Sea-Tac, stopping in Toronto,
Canada; then again in London
and finally arriving in Milan;
flying via American Airlines, then
AirCanada, thenAlitalia.
Believe me, I wasn't thrilled with
my final purchase, but surprising
as it may be, this was the best
international fare available during
peak tourist season last May. So off
I went, flying on credible, reliable
airlines.
But if I were scheduling that
same flight in a few years, I could
jetset my way to Europe for a mere
$12 each way.
If I recall correctly, I just spent
$16 on two meager glasses of
Widmer Brothers hefeweizen beer
at Sunday's Mariners game. That
airfare seems nothing short of a
brilliant bargain.
But after closer inspection, one
might claim that like never before,
you will get what you pay for.
Europe's budget airline, Ryanair,
is behind the too-good-to-be-
true fares, announcing on April
12 that it is planning to set up a
new airline with a fleet of up to
50 planes within the next three to
four years.
The infamous airline has offered
study abroad students, seasoned
travelers alike, ridiculously low fares
that are often times too tempting
to pass up. But I, for one, would
certainly pass up that dirt cheap
flight, especially the proposed
transatlantic ones.
I would consider myself a
bargain hunter, but when it comes
to being transported 30,000 feet
in the air at a peak velocity of
approximately 600 miles per hour
cross-continent, I might consider
the more expensive option for the
sake of reliability, and even my
survival.
In October 2006, Ryanair was
voted the world's most disliked
airline in a survey conducted by
TripAdvisor. In November 2006 it
was exposed as the subject ofmore
complaints than any other airline
in the EU, both for valid reason.
In the past two years, Ryanair
has been cited for compromising
passenger safety in four "high
energyapproach" incidents. One of
the most talkedabout episodes was
on June 4, 2006, when a Ryanair
flight carrying 134passengers came
within 425 feet of the ground as it
passed over the suburbs of Cork,
Ireland. This was by no means
withinregulation altitude.
On March 23, 2006, another
erraticevent took place as a Ryanair
aircraft only "marginally avoided"
crashing during an approach into
Knock Airport, inwestern Ireland.
Following the close call, the airline
failed to report the incident for
almost two weeks.
Aside from jeopardizing
passenger safety and failing to file
incident reports in a timely fashion,
the airline has also acquired a
knack for slamming passengers
with hidden fees.
For one couple flying from
London to Dublin, they snatched
$25 tickets each way. But once
they arrived to check in, they were
charged $75 for each of their bags,
each way. The weight of each bag
did not exceed 50 pounds, but
none-the-less exceeded the Ryanair
weight limits.
Also a signature drawback of
choosing the airline, departures
and arrivals to and from obscure
airports far from centrally located
destinations. London Stansted
airport, for prime example, is
nearly 50 miles away from London
and -is a popular spot to visit. It
would pose quite the start to an
adventure via bus then train into
the city, but I think I'd opt for a
simpler, more direct route. I mean,
enough is enough at some point or
another. Why not before hopping
on an unreliable flight?
The BBC reported that 56
percent ofrespondents said Ryanair
caused "the biggest headaches"
for air travelers in a poll taken in
2003.1 like the idea ofsupporting
and utilizing an airline that is
committed to low fares and doesn't
conform to the airline industry
standard. Hence, I fly Southwest
Airlines.
But realistically, I would prefer
anairline that does not compromise
customer service, reliability,
convenience of location, and
other fairly reasonable passenger
expectations.
Jessie can be reached at
dimarian@seattleu.edu
Too young to marry
Sean Towey
Staff writer
We've all heard those romantic
stories: your grandparents met
in high school, got hitched after
graduation and bought a farm
together. Or maybe your best friend
knocked up his girlfriend his senior
year in high school and decided to
tie the knot before her father could
tie a noose. All in all, most people
know someone who married before
they turned 21.
However, the last census
provided citizens of the United
States with a startling marriage
proposal: we're not very good at
it.
Ten percent of the American
population is divorced. Marriages
typically, only last for six to seven
years. But what is more troubling
is that 50 percent of all marriages
ended in divorce in 1997.
Experts point to many reasons
for the high divorce rate in the
United States. However, one aspect
is often overlooked; age. Americans
should not be allowed to marry
until they turn 21 years of age for
several different reasons.
Those that support America's
legal drinking age, 21, cite that the
brain is not fully developed until
then. So, though American youth
are mature enough to buy porn,
tobacco, die in foreign wars, and
commit theirentire lives to another
human being, they are apparently
not mature enough to decide
whether or not they want to risk
damaging their own noggins.
This seems slightly ridiculous,
especially when 40 percent of
people who get marriedbefore the
age of 20 end up divorced. Only
24 percent of people who get
married under the age of 25 end
up divorced.
Marriage is a life-commitment.
It is forever tying two separate souls
together. It is not a business deal
that can be called off whenever
it ceases to be beneficial. If the
government is going to decide
that I am not mature enough to
decide whethet I want to drink or
not before my brain is fully grown,
then they should also decide that I
am not mature enough to commit
to someone for life at the age of
18, or younger with a parent's
permission.
The state ofan average teenagers
emotions cannot be any more
mature than the state of their
brain.
It is fairly easy to drink underage,
and unfortunately, it is fairly easy
to get a divorce. However, the
moral implications ofa divorce are
slightly more severe than the illegal
consumption oflibations.
If America wants to halt the
moral degradation of this nation,
it does not need to worryabout gay
people getting married. It needs to
worry about straight people getting
divorced. Divorce is undermining
the social fabric of the United
States. It shows a complete lack of
commitment, vision and emotional
stability.
When a person thinks about a
tattoo, artists will often tell that
person to put up copies of the
tattooaround the house. Ifafter six
months the person isn't sick of the
image, then they are free to proceed
with getting the tattoo.
Tattoos should not be a more
serious commitmentthan marriage
in the country. Unfortunately, they
are.
Young people who want to get
married before they are 21 can
pretend. They can buy 25 cent rings
and wear them around. They can
move in together. They can buy a
puppy. But I'm willing to bet about
40 percent of those relationships
will not last until the couple-to-be
turns 21.
Friends don't let friends
get married before their 21st
birthday.
Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu
Holidays hoarded by hackjob -
Mike Baldwin
Staff writer
On May 11, the cityof
Bothell, Washington gleefully
celebrated "Blake Lewis" day.
\Chile the American' Idol
finalist may be the most famous
beat boxer since Doug E. Fresh
—albeit with considerably less
talent——having a day for this
man is absurd.
Yes, May 11 will not be
Blake Lewis day for the rest of
ouf lives. It was only a one time
thing.
But the allocation ofan entire
day for someone who propelled
themselves into the top three of
American Idol by introducing
mainstream America to a little
genre called hip hop, simply
does not sit tight with me.
Itseems everyonewho makes
the final 12 of the hit show
gets a day in their respective
hometown. There is nothing
wrong with celebrating a type
of "hometown hero," but the
problem is the limited range of
those who are given a day.
Blake Lewis is not a hero. He
seems to be a good guy and he
will probably have ahit song or
two, buthe in no way embodies
what we should think of as a
tHeroes are people who dongs that the average personuld not for reasons that
extend outside of their own
personal interest.
How many days has Bothell
had to commemorate soldiers
from the city that have lost
their lives in Iraq? I do not even
know if anyone from Bothell
has died in the war, but there
are certainly other cities that
have had casualties without
recognition.
Whether or not you agree
with the ongoing conflict in
the Middle East, it does not
change the fact that people are
out there sacrificing their lives
on a daily basis in the name of
our country. Whatever you may
say, they are over there so that
we may enjoy certain luxuries
here at home.
When a soldier dies in this
war, the local news announces
their names, perhaps does a
short bio of the slain soldier, we
shake our heads at a lost life and
then we move on.
And Blake Lewis gets a day.
Our soldiers are killed, their
families lose someone forever,
lives are transformed and a
void is created that will never
be replaced.
AndBlake Lewis displays his
beatbox skills. mL^
Before the legions of his
fans tear me to shreds, let me
remind that this is not a rip on
Mr, Lewis. I am literally, in no
way, concerned with anything
that he does with his life.
But he does not deserve a
day.
We distract ourselves from
the loss of life by focusing on
the Blake Lewises of the world
for a good reason. It is neither
fun nor productive to think of
nothing than young soldiers
losing their lives.
But if Blake Lewis gets a
day, let's give one to the real
hometown heroes. Those who
do what we won't for unselfish *
reasons. —"-
Let Blake Lewis beatbox, but
recognize those coming home in
a different kind of box.
Mike can be reached art
baldl799@seattieu.edu
" He seems to be a
good guy.,.but he in
no way embodies
what we should think
ofas a hero."
Courtesy fljcker.com
Crowds gather for a parade celebrating Blake Lewis, return from
the American Idol Battle.




A student reported to Seattle
Police Department and Public
Safety that a male patient who
appeared intoxicated at an off
campus clinic touched her in-
appropriately while making
sexual suggestive remarks.
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A non-affiliate reported to the
Seattle Police Department that
he wasrobbed at knife point.
The victim said a Caucasian
male demanded his walletand
left in an older model Honda




Public Safety contacted a
non-affiliate male handing
out pamphlets who also re-
portedfy started playing with
a student's computer in the
library. When Public Safety
approached the male and
began to give Nm a trespass
warning, he left campus.
Trespass
and Malicious Mischief
Two female students in oneof
the residence halls reported
that while they were sleeping,
a mate enteredtheirroom. The
women said they were un-
able to describe the suspect
because they were not wear-
ing their contact lenses at the
time of his entry.
Disturbance
May 12, 9:15 p.m.
Three neighbors reported to
Public Safety that students
at an off-campus party were
screaming and running into
the street with open alcohol
containers, supposedly urinat-
ing around the street.
Alcohol
May 12,11:50 p.m.
checking a room for alcoho
could be smelted in the hall-
room, where underage stu-
dentsresided, and was sub-






"Tahiti with my girlfriend."
Craig Buitrago,










freshman creative writing major
"Sitting on the beach drinking
a drink with an umbrella in it."
Erika Tyler,
senior mechanical engineering.









sophomore political science major
"In bed."
Sam Angell,




With the recent absence of clouds, it is
easy to verify that the sky is indeed blue and
even easier to ask ourselves: "why is it blue?"
Ifwe suppose for a moment that light travels
linearly, than what should we see when we
look up? We would see the sun of course,
but it would look like an isolated yellow ball
surrounded by the blackness of space. The
only place we should see its light is along the
straight linepadi that connects out eye to the
sun. Clearly, this is not what we actually see,
so our assumption that light always travels
linearly must be wrong. What we are leaving
out is the fact that our planet is surrounded
by gas (the atmosphere) and it is because of
this gas that light behaves differently.
It is no surprise that matter and light
interact. Light scatters (or bounces) off of
practically everydiing, so we expect that light
traveling through a gas would display some
non trivial behavior. The specific behavior
oflight traveling through a gas is governed
by a phenomenon called Rayleigh scattering
which is named after Lord Rayleigh and
pertains to situations when the wavelength
of light is much larger than the particles it
is scattering off of. The size of a standard
molecule in the atmosphere (say a nitrogen
molecule) is around .1-3 nanometerand the
wavelength of visible light ranges from 400-
800 nanometers so the requirement is met.
According to Rayleigh scattering, light
with a shorter wavelength scatters more.
This means that when shorter wavelength
light's direction changes, the angle between
the old and new path is large compared to
the scattering oflarger wavelength light. So,
a 'beam' of light from the sun on its way
to San Francisco could scatter off of one or
several molecules in our atmosphere, change
its course and end up in Seattle. We see light
coming at us from all directions, but it all
originally came from the sun. Now, it stands
to reason that the light we would see would be
the light which is scattered more. Blue light,
as it turns out, has the shortest wavelength of
visiblelight, so when we look up, we see more
blue than any other color.
Here are a few extra notes on the
subject. Firstly, I want to point out that my
explanation is grossly simplified and that
there are other phenomena that contribute
to the blueness of our sky. Secondly, if you
have ever seen photographs of the sky from
the surface of the moon, you do indeed see
the isolated sun surroundedby the blackness
of space (there is no atmosphere, hence no
scattering). Lastly, the sun does admit light
with smaller wavelength than blue light, but
we, as humans, cannot see it. Were we some
other creature who could see this light, the
sky would perhaps appear ultraviolet.
Please send your science
related questions to:
suphysicsclub@hotmail.com
